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IK the. Company of Spearmen, the Multitude of the 
Bulli, with the Calves of the People, till every one ſub- 
mit himlelf with Pieces of Silver. Scatter thou the 
cite that Kun in War, X 


AVID having brought the Ark of God up to 
Feruſalem, and prepared a noble Tabernacle 
for its Reception, was in hopes that God 

would be more favourable to him, for its Sake and 

Preſence; and having already obtained ſome great 

Ad vantages over his Enemies, and being again engag'd-: 

in ſome, new War, he compoſed this Pſalm, wherein, 

gas he returns his Praiſes for his former Succeſs, ſo he 

| implores anew the Aſſiſtance of God in his preſent 

Expedition; and encourages him to hope for it, from 

the many ſignal Favours he had heretofore ſhewn to 

his People, in bringing them out of Egypr, ſuſtaining 
them in the Wilderneſs, and ſettling them in the Land 
of Canaan: And the Words of the Text are a kind of 

Prayer of Imprecation againſt his Enemies, that all 

the Hindrances of Peace might be removed, and all 

the Iuſtruments of War confounded; Rebuke the Com- 

FP any of Spearmen, the Multitude of the Bulls, with the 
= Calves of the People, till every one ſubmit himſelf with 
Pieces of Silver. Scatter thou the: People that delight in 
r. Ot which. Words I will, in the u place, give 

ih a ſhort. and eaſy. Explanation; and in the fecend, ſee ; 

what Uſe we may. make of them. 

Fir, Of the Terms here uſed. By cheConpury af 
H pearmen, we naturally underſtand Soldiers, that be- 

ing a Weapon generally uſed in all Armies; and by 

eng them is meant humbling their Pride, and ſtop- 
ping them in their Carreer. By the Multitude of Bulls, 

| are meant Kings and Princes, Generals and great Ot- 

fcers; ; thoſe. Creatures being put, in Scripture, * 
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denote the great Men of the World, fierce.and_wild,. 
head-{trong-and- violent, ranging about the Grounds 
and Paſtures, not to be bounded or reſtrain d. So in 
P/. 22. 12. Many Bulls have com aſſed me, ſtrong Bulls 
of Bafhan have ſet me round. 90 in I. 34. 7. Exel. 
39. 18. Amos 4. 1. Hear this ye Kine of Baſhan, that 
are inthe. Mountains of Samaria, which oppreſi the Poor 
and cruſh the Needy ; which ſay to their Muſters, bring 
and let us drink. In all which Places are underſtood, 
inſolent and wanton great Men, that rome about laws 
leſs and uncontrolłd, and take the World before them 
to be all their own: By the Calves of the People may 
be underſtood the Common Soldiers, who follow their 
Leaders, as thoſe Creatures do the Chief of the Herd; 
led by Sight and by: Example without any confi dera- 
tion of their own, Theſe and their Commanders Da- 


vid prays may be rebuked, and brought ſo low, that 


they may come and ſubmit themſelves, and bring 
their Tribute in their Hands, which is the Meaning 
of humbly bringing pieces of Silver with them, becauſe 
they paid their Tei ute and their Ranſom in chem. So 
that hitherto the words of the Text are a Prayer of 
King David, that God would utterly ſubdue, and 
bring to nought his Enemies, both Prince and People, 
Generals and their Armies. They are not to be un- 
derſtood of any of his own People either Civil or Mi- 
lirary; for that had been a little below his Princely 
Dignity, who was entirely Maſter of his own Affairs, 


and the (ole Judge of Peace and War, himſelf, Nor 
are they to be underſtood of any Nation; Prince, or 
People in Alliance with him, for he was in none at this 


Time, that we know-of z but they are to be under- 
ſtocd of thoſe 577 Enemies, who were actually in War 
againſt him, and the following Words are more par- 


ticular; and tell What kind of Enemies theſe were, 
and ſhew withal rhe Juſtice and the Reaſonableneſs of 


ſuch a Prayer, Scatter thou (he offers it to God) the 
People that delight in War, the Kings and People that 
do not go to War unwillingly, and upon — 
— | your b 
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\ juſt and neceſſary Grounds: and Occaſions,” and ſueh 
Affronts and Injuries, and Provocations, as are not to 
be endured with any Safety to the Publick ; but ſuch 


as make Occaſions when there are none; and ſuch as 
take the leaſt Occaſions, and lay hold upon the ſmall- 
eſt Injuries, and ſlighteſt Provocations: Such as go to 


War to ſatisfy their Vain glory, their Ambition, their 


Covetouſneſs, and their exorbitant Defire of Rule and 


© Riches: Such as delight in War, for the Power of 


NMiſchief and Revenge. Sake, and for no truly good 
and honeſt Cauſe. Theſe are the People David ; gk 
[1 of God to ſcatter and confound. And this is a Prayer, 


that every good and wiſe Man joins: with him in, and 
cannot help ſaying Amen in earneſt to it. Let us ſee ro 
the Thing it (elf, after this Explanation of the Terms. 


Peace is, undoubredly, the State, in which God 


made, and with which he defign'd to bleſs the World; 
( as well becauſe he intended we ſhould all of us be hap- 


py (which, out of Peace we cannot be) as alſo that 
the Violation and Breach of it always proceeds from 


Evil, and is occaſioned through ſome Fault or other, 
0 ; Which is contrary to God's Purpoſe and Deſign, and 


ne ſome general or particular Command. One 
” of the Parties either does to the other what God for- 
bids him ro do, or refuſes to do what God commands. 


Al War ariſes either from poſitive Injury done, or 


1 from Denial of doing Juſtice. Theſe things demons 
| ſtrate evidently, that War is contrary to God's Deſign, 


i and that Peace is the State and Condition which he: 


; | approves ; and in which Men can be only univerſally 
happy; for God defigns that all Men ſhould be happy 


even in this Life; and he commands that no one ſhould 


do Injury ro his Neighbour : Now War occaſions 
Miſchief to Mankind, and Injury generally is the Oc- 
caſion of War. 


But altho* God's primary Intention and Deſign, was 


to make and keep Men happy, and that Peace would 
certainly effect it, in its proper Inſtances; yet is not 
War I unlawful, that Side where it is 


juſt 
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juſt and neceſſary ; but is equally approv'd of God, 


with Peace it ſelf, : as being the only way of compal- 
fing the Ends of Peace; it is the neceſſary means 
of regaining that Security, and Eaſe, which was loft 
by Injury and Injuſtice; and it is not to be endur'd, 
when it is not in Order to a true and laſting Peace. 
The Commands of God are, certainly, that all Men 
ſhould live in the conftant exerciſe of Juſtice, Truth, 
and Charity to each other; and therefore it is as 
much his Will, that a Man ſhouid ſuffer no Injury 
from another, as it is that he ſhould do none to ano- 
ther; ſo that whatſoever is abſolutely neceſſary to the 
preſerving or reſtoring Eaſe and Security to Mankind, 
muſt needs be approved of God, becauſe it is the way 
and means by which they only can arrive at that hap- 
pineſs, which God intends Originally to bleſs them 
with; for the conſtant ſuffering of one Nation at the 
hands of another, does not beget or procure Peace, 
bur rather invites repeated Injuries. There would be, 
otherwiſe, no reconciling the Lord of Hoſte, with the 
God of Peace; 1. e. the Diſlike he has of all Violence 
and Miſchief offered by one Man, or one Nation to 
another, with the many Commands he gives himſelf, 
to His own People, to war againſt ſeveral Nations, 
and his raiſiog up ſeveral. Nations againſt his own 
People, ſometimes almoſt to their Extermination and 
Exciſion. And thus it is, we are to underſtand the 
many Precepts and Exhortations to follow Peace, and 
to the avoiding Quarrels and Contentions, in the 
Goſpel. Our Saviour is indeed the Prince of Peace, 
and the Goſpel is the Goſpel: of Peace, and Chriſti- 
ans are to be the Sons of Peace, even in the literal 
Senſe. And it is certain that if the Precepts of our 
Lord were obſerved; as they ought to be, there would 
be neither private Quarrels nor publick Wars: Be- 
cauſe that every thing that may either occaſion, or 
prevent Debate and War, is certainly commanded or 
prohibited by Chriſt, ſo that Chriſtianity is profeſſed- 


ly and debgnedly the Doctrine of Peace, and they who 
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obſerve it carefully will purſue nothing but Peace. And 
n this Senſe it is true, that War is againſt both the De- 


fign and Doctrine of Chriſt; and if all Men were good 
Chriſtians, there would be no ſuch thing as War i 

the World. But it will not from hence fo Af Eng" 
Wars and Contentions among Chriſtians, ate unlaw- 


ful; becauſe that the Doctrines of Chrift, would (if 
attended to) prevent them: No more than it follows 
that all Pen | 
lawful among Chriſtians ; becauſe they are com- 
manded every One, To love bx Neighbour, and to ſpeak 
|: the Truth, and to do no wickedneſs, 

ſpeak nothing but Truth, and all the Truth they were 


Laws, and all Judicial Oaths, are un- 


f all People would 
required to ſpeak, an Oath would be needleſs, and 


the Teſtimony of God be call'd upon in vain; it would 
neither be wanted to the Confirmation of Truth, nor 
to the making an end of any Difference, becauſe the 
Truth would be as well diſcovered without it, and the 
Difference be as well decided. And ſo, if all Me 

Would be Juſt and Righteous, as Chriſt Pray 
© them to be, there would be no occaſion for Magiſtrates 
to puniſh them with Death, or Baniſhmenr, or Con- 
fliſcation of Eſtate, But it does not from hence follow, 
that when the Truth cannot poſſibly be diſcovered, 
without a Solemn and Judicial Invocation of God, as 
* a Witneſs and Avenger, nor the Diſputes and Diffe- 
rences of Men be otherwiſe determin d, that then an 
{* Oath ſhould be unlawful, altho' Chriſtians are 


commanded not to Swear : Nor that evil Doers, and 
wicked and unjuſt People, are not to be puniſh'd and 
pur to Death, altho' all Chriſtians are commanded in 
the Goſpel, to be merciful, and not to kill. The Oc- 


caſion both of Oaths and Puniſhments is ſomething 


Evil, and undoubredly forbidden by Chrift ; bur | 
when this Evil is committed, and this Occaſion given, 
Chriſt does not command Men not to puniſh evil 


Doers, nor to ſecure themſelves againſt the like, or 
greater Miſchief for the future. And ſo it is in the 


Caſe of War, if People would be juſt and true, any 
PE Cl, by | | good 


. (10) 


* 


good Chriſtians, there would be no ſuch rhing as 
War among them; but if they will be falſe, and co: 
yerous, and cruel, and ambitions, and offend againſt 
he Laws of Chriſt, they muſt be puniſh'd far their .; 
being ſo ; or ar leaſt Chriftianiry does not hinder tlie . 
injuted and affſicted from endeavouring to fecure the- 
felves from ſuffering more Evil, and from repairing * 


the Miſchiefs they have already ſuffered. It can ſerye Fj 


no End or Intereſt of Religion, to command a People 


to undergo whatever Evils a wantonly, ambitions, or 


malicious Adverſary can ſee fit to inflict. For the true 


Reaſon why any one private Perſon is counſelled in fi 


the Goſpe), rather to fuffer patiently, than retaliate 


an Injury, is, to prevent a greater Miſchief than that 


which he Suffers, which private Revenge would cer- Fi 


rainly occaſion to him; for there is, really, no intrin- 
fick Worth in ſaffering, nor is it a thing that God de- 
lights in: But it is for the Peace and Good of Man- 


Kind, that they ſhonld'have their Paſſions in Subjecti- 
on, and be Maſters of themſelves, and ſabdue rhoſe 
violenr Inclinations moſt Men have to vindicate ſe- 


verely the leaſt Affronts and Injuries that are offered | f 


them; which ſtill beger new Quarrels, and occaſion 
greater Miſchiefs. But now this End would not be 
anſwered by tying up the Hands of one Party only: 
And it had been to deliver up Chriſtians (as faſt as 


they became ſuch) into the Will of their Enemies, c 


with their Hands and Feet ferter'd and bound; and 
would have prevented the Converſion of the Hea- 


then World for What Kingdom would have turn d . 
Chriſtian, if they had been thereby expoſed to the 


Inſults of all their Neighbours, and muſt have been 
tied to make no manner of Reſiſtance? This would 
have put a moſt effectual Bar to the ſpreading the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel. And therefore the evident 
and unavoidable Miſchiefs and Abſurdities that would 
follow, make it demonſtrable, That War when it is 
juſt and neceſſary, is not unlawful and forbidden to 
Chriſtians. It is not on any ſuch Account that David 

cur- 


n 


L 1 J 


curſes, in a manner, all the Inſtruments of War: Re- 

bu the Spearmen; and ſcatter thoſe that delight in 
Mur. For he was himſelf a great Wartiour, and 
foug hi the Lord's «Battles, as they are call'd, becauſe 
they were in Favour of his choſen People, and be- 
| cauſe rhey were proſpered by him: But the Streſs of 
the Prayer is bent againſt ſuch as rock delight in War, 
by and made ir their Choice, withour a very juſt Occa- 


- 


ſion, and moſt abſolute Neceſſity. 


aA.» 4 Be: A 2 oh Go. 


% 


I! here are few People in the World, ſo barbarous 
| by Nature, or who have by Cuſtom and cruel Practi- 
ces acquired ſo inhuman a Temper, as to rake a De- 
lig hit in the Miſeries of Mankind, that are rhe uſual 

and almoſt unavoidable Conſequences of War. The 
horrible Waſte and Deſolation of fair and fruirful 
Countries, the Sacking and Burning Rich and Popu- 
lous Cities, the Murilations, Wounds, and Deaths of 


w 0 


the Men of Arms, the Cries and Lamentations of 
1 the miſerable Syfferers of all forts, are things that the 


- moſt inſenfible and hardened People cannor poſſibly de- 


e light in. But if they will neglect, and qverlook, and 
5 venture the bringing all theſe Miſeries and Evils upon 


Peoples Heads, altho* they ſee and know them una- 
voidable, rather than foregoe the Satisfaction of their 
vain, ambitious, covetous, or cruel Deſires, then they 
ate properly ſaid to delight in Jar, and the evil Con- 


sequences of ir, ler them. pretend to never ſo much 
S, Care and Tenderneſs of Peoples Lives and Fortunes. 
d Tis the hard Fortune of Mankind, that they can- 
not poſſibly live without a ſtrict Subjection ro ſome 
a * Governors; and that they who are intruſted with that 
© SGovernment, muſt of neceffity have a very great Pow- 
n Mer, which they may alſo abuſe, if they will, to Purpo- 
d Þ ſes directly contrary to the very Ends of Government. 
= Tpbey muſt have a very great Power, or elſe they can 
it do no great Good; for a irtle Power can do but lit- 
' tile Good, or prevent but little Evil; and therefore 


tis in vain to expect any conſiderable Matters from a 
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too cloſely limited and reſtrained Power... And yet 


where there is a great Power of doing great Matters 


and much Good, there is alſo a Power of doing great 
Miſchief, if it be miſapplied: And that muſt needs 
depend very much upon the Will of thoſe who have 
that Power. Thus, for a great many good Reaſons, 


the Power of Peace and War, is, in moſt Nations, 


lodg'd in the Hands of Princes; and therefore we ſee 
that Peace or War, depend much more upon the Tem- 
per, Humour, Will and Diſpoſition of Princes, than 
on the true and juſt Neceſſities of their Kingdoms. 
Sometimes a Prince is by Nature fearful and ſluggiſh, 
or elſe given up ro Luxury and Softneſs, and there- 
fore will not be allarmed by the moſt inſolent and 
loudeſt Provocations, and by the greateſt and moſt 


laſting Injuries and Aﬀronts ; but will endure be- 


yond all Reaſon, both Infamy and Loſs, rather than 
be difturb'd. This is a Patience that is neither Chri- 
ſtian nor Princely, nor indeed Manly, but ſuch as 
frequently entails great Miſery, as well as great Di- 
ſhonour on a Nation: For the Blood of a People does 
ſometimes, like ſtanding Waters, ſtagnate, putrify, and 
breed corrupt and dangerous Humours; and tho' a 
long and ignominious Peace, be eaſy to that preſent 
Generation which enjoys it, yet it breaks out on their 
Poſterity with greater Violence and Hazard. And 
therefore ſuch an obſtinate Reſolution of maintaining 
Peace whatever happens, is really no Kindneſs to a 
Nation at the long run; and ſuch a Prince has the 
Power of the Sword committed to him to no purpoſe, 
when the juſt Occaſions and Neceſſities of his People 


will not prevail to the drawing it out, in their Defence. 


There is certainly an. Exceſs on this Hand, as well 


as on the other; and this Extreme is. alſo faulty. 


But it happens but very ſeldom, and therefore is 
the leſs regarded. The Evils that oppreſs the World, 
do generally proceed from the contrary Tempers and 
Reſolutions of Princes. Sometimes a little Injury is 


deeply reſented, and ſome trivial Satisfaction or De- 
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i mand being denied, is laid to Heart, and made the 


Occaſion of a War: Sometimes a Fortreſs, City, or 


Þ a litrle Country lies conveniently for ſuch a Prince, 
and, if it were in other Hands, would greatly incom- 
mode him; the Wanr of this is not to be endured, 
and an Opportunity of gaining it muſt needs, at any, 
Rate, be found and taken hold of: Sometimes a 
Miſchief very diftant and uncertain is ſtrongly appre- 
MW 

| ſuch unreaſonable Precautions oft occaſion Wars: 
Sometimes one Prince has an Advantage in his Hands 
of greater Force, of Money, Arms, and Men, and 
only wants an Opportunity of uſing it againſt ano- 
ther; and therefore ſets himſelf to ſeek an Occaſion 
of invading him, which any the ſmalleſt Matter gives 
bim, there being little wanting where both the Will 
and Means are ready: Sometimes the very Hope of 
Spoil, and rich Rewards brings War into an inof- 
- fenfive Country; and ſometimes the Ambition of a 
great Name, the Honour of a Triumph, the Glory 
of finding out new Enemies, and conquering ſtrange 
Countries, have engaged great Kingdoms in great Wars. 
All theſe things, and many other ſuch, mean and 
unworthy as they are, have been the Occaſions of 
bringing mighty Calamities and Miſeries upon the 
World. Not a fingle Paſſion of thoſe great Men, 
tho' never ſo unreaſonable and extravagant, but is 
gratified at the Expence of a prodigious Treaſure both 
of the Blood and Money of their Subjects. This, I 
> fay, is the hard Fortune of Mankind; but yet it is 
almoſt inevitable, for the Power of Peace and War is, 
to prevent a World of Inconveniencies that would o- 


0 hended, and muſt needs be guarded againſt; and 


therwiſe ariſe, moſt wiſely placed in Princes; and 


yet if it is not exerciſed with the greateſt Prudence 
and Goodneſs imaginable, ir is liable to the greateſt 
Abuſe, and to become the Inſtrument of every evil Af- 
tection and Suggeſtion. So eaſy is it to find out Ex- 
cules, that under the pretence of the Publick Good, 
and ofa juſt and abſolute Trader, to gratify the moſt 
1. Valle 
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[ 14 ] | 
vain-glorious Humour, the moſt ambitious, covetous, 
or cruel Inclinations. _ 0, 4 5 

There is none but Good Angels who have the Pow- © 
er of doing Good and no Evil, All mortal Creatures 
that are capable of doing Good to Men, are, by the 
ſame Power, enabled allo to do them much Miſchief; 
and they who are by God's Appointment, and by the 
Nature of their Office, to be the Inftruments of great 
Good to Mankind, may by the ſame Means be, as 
they often are, their great Plague and Miſchief: And 
there is no one way of being ſo Miſchievous to the 
World, at one Time, as taking Delight in War. . 15 

It was not without ſome Wit as well as Reaſon, 
that Philiſcus adviſed Alexander, whilſt he was ſeek- 
ing Glory and Immortality of Fame, that he ſhould 
take good heed that he did not make himſelf a Plague | 
or Peſtilence; intimating that great and forward Sol- 
diers were, in Truth, no better than infectious rava- 
ging Diſtempers, waſting whole Countries, and deſo- 
lating Cities: That thole Diſeaſes were indeed re- 
corded to Poſterity, and lived in Fame, but were 
both horrible and odious to all that heard of them or 
read them. And indeed, if there be any Difference 
betwixt theſe Plagues, it is to the Advantage of thoſe | 


C Ce... oo apt Ce OS 2 8 


meerly Paſſive ones that are the Inſtruments of God's * 
Providence, in puniſhing the World, themſelves with- ly 
out any Malice or Deſign ; and David, under the hard © 
Neceſſity of chooſing one, choſe the deſtroying An- © 
gel of God, rather than the Sword of War, ro puniſh }* 1 
his Offences; knowing that the infinite Compaſſions |” ſe 
of God fail not, but that he, in the midſt of Wrath, 8 
thinks upon Mercy; whereas the Fury of enraged t. 
victorious Men is deaf, and obſtinate, and unrelenting. ſl 

Theſe warlike and ambirious Leaders make good I 
Pictures when they are dead: They make a ſhining Þ "! 
Figure in our Hiſtories, and fill our Chronicles with g 


great variety of Events, they ſtore the Childrens Me- 
mories with brave Exploits, and entertain them witb 
Delight and Pleaſure; and raiſe fantaſtick high Con- 
ceits in the Minds of their Country men, as though 
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they were enobled by the Valour of their Anceſtors, 
and that their Victories reflected Praiſe and Glory ow 
their late Deſcendants. Theſe are the mighty Bene- 
2! firs that many of theſe Heroes of Antiquiry conferred 
upon Poſterity, and worth, no doubt of it, that vaſt 
Expence of Blood and Treaſure theſe great Conqueſts 
coſt them! What is the Peace and Quiet of the World, 


the Lives, and Liberties, and Fortunes of a great ma- 
ny hundred thouſand Subjects, in Compariſon with 


the Name of Conqueror? Nothing is certainly too 
dear, to have it ſaid, that ſuch a Prince extended his 
Dominions to ſuch a Sea or River, ſo many Leagues 


beyond their former Bounds : This is exceeding fine, 


| altho' at the ſame Time it is ſo many Leagues beyond 


all Faith, and Truth, and Reaſon, and Conſcience ; 
and that tis certain, that when he broke through ſuch 


a Country, he alſo broke through Juſtice, Honour, and 
Religion, through the moſt ſolemn Leagues and Con- 
tracts, confirmed with Vows, and Promiſes, and Sa- 
cred Oaths, in the moſt ſerious and tremendous man- 
ber, and that he valued neither God nor Man equally 


with a good Frontier. 


= This is the Way theſe Princes take to Fame, and 
their Poſterity Praiſe their Saying, without conſidering 
> how much Miſery they brought upon their Generati- 


ons; How many innocent People ſuffered both of their 


© own and other's Subjects; How many thouſands died; 
How many more were reduced to the extremeſt Mi- 
> ſery, and the whole Nation brought almoſt ro Beg- 
gary; Tis a wrong Way the World is in, to crown 
thoſe Actions with their Praiſe and Admiration, that 


ſnould rather be charged with Infamy and Curſes- 


© 1 know nor by what ſtrange Deluſion 'ris, that Poſte- 
= rity reads, with the greateſt Pride and Pleaſure, the 
Events and Actions of thoſe Reigns, that were uns- 
doubredly the moſt oppreſſive of their Anceſtors ; not 
with the Joy of People ſaved from ſuch a Shipwreck, 
and ſecure themſelves, but with a wild Ambition and 
Deſire of riding in the like Storms. But ſore the 


B 2 peace- 


peaceful and the quier Reigns were much the eaſieſt | F 


ro the Subject. 


Bur fince the Character of raking Delight in War 1 


is ſo truly infamous and odious in the Sight of Gd 


and all good Men; It is but reaſonable and juſt that bf 


we ſhould rake great Heed of fixing it, where it is not 


certainly deſerv'd, and ought to ftand. A State of 
War is contrary to that of Peace; but one is full as 


lawful as the other; and the Spirit of God aſſures 


us by the wiſeſt of Men, That there is a Time for one 


4s well as for the other, Eccleſ. 3. 8. The greateſt 0 


Princes of the World have ſometimes been the great- 
eſt Captains, conſtrain'd by the Neceſſity of their Af- 


fairs to be continually engaged in Wars, either repel- 


ling Force, or vindicating Wrongs, or gloriouſly aſ- 


ſerting Liberty. Would ir be well to treat the Me- 


mories of thoſe Princes ignominiouſly, as taking De- 


light in War, by whom alone ir came to paſs that any 
one could rake Delight in Peace with Liberty ? 
Were this a ſuirable Return for ſuch a reſcued riſes 
rable oppreſſed People from all the Infolence and Vio- 


lence of either Civil or Religious Tyranny ? Would | 


it be well to brand the Generals thus who fought their 
Princes and their Countries Battles, at the conſtant 
Hazard of their Lives, only becauſe they reaped the 
Honours and Advantages which their great Services 
deſerv'd, and which their Stations would have claim'd 


had they been neither wiſe nor valiant, nor ſucceſful? 


Would it be well ro lay this heavy Charge upon 
the meaner Officers, or even upon the common Soldi- 
ers, who live in Arms, defend their Country, and an- 
noy the Enemy, altho' they had no other Motive to it 
bur their Pay ? If their Employment be not honeſt 
and allowed, they ſhould be told ſo ; bur if it be, 
they can no more be ſaid fo delight in War, i. e. in 
all the Miſeries and miſchievous Effects of War, than 
they who carefully look after People's Health, to take 
Delight in their Diſeaſes and their Sufferings; or they 
who plead the Cauſes of their Clients, to 2 
| ight 
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light in People's Injuries and Oppreſſions ; or they 


who are the Miniſters of Juſtice, can properly be ſaid 
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to take Delight in the ſevereſt Executions of it; al- 
tho' they all of them are well rewarded for the Pains 
they take, and would not undertake thoſe Offices 


without it. This were too thankleſs and injurious a a 


Treatment of thoſe brave Men, by whom we enjoy 
our Safety and our Eaſe ; and who, befides the Hopes 
of Recompence, may be preſumed to act upon as 


\: worthy and as honourable Principles as thoſe who are 
the readieſt ro diſarm them. 


Theſe are the Fallacies the Men of Craft would put 


upon the People, who have been long accuſtomed to 
be fed with Words inſtead of Things. PEAcx is the hap- 
2 py Syllable that every Body likes, and thinks he un- 
derſtands, and fanſies it contains a thouſand Bleſſings, 
Which yer, in truth, belong not to it. But be it as 
full of Bleſſings as it will, it is not, however true, that 
all who live in War, nor all who gain by War, ſnould 


take Delight therein, That is too hard a Character 
to be miſapplied and fixed without great Certainty, 
on any one. 


Nor is it leſs unjuſt and miſchievous; that all who 
judge not right of che Neceſſity of War ſhould be re- 
proached as Enemies to Peace: That is another Arti- 
fice of the dark Maſters and Promoters of all Slander, 
by which they delude unwary and inconſiderate ones. 


The military Men who ſtand in their Way muſt by 
all Means be ſaid to ta Delight in War, becauſe it is 
* their Trade; the Civil who would fain be ſafe, and 
fly for Refuge to the Camp, muſt all of them be re- 
| preſented as Enemies to Peace. Theſe are the odious .- 
Skins in which Men cloath their Enemies, before rhey-- 


think of hunting them: Bur is this Uſage honeſt, juſt, or 
Chriſtian-like ? Is it nor poſſible for Men to be miſtax 
ken without Malice? Or to judge amiſs without De- 


bd fign of hindring any Gaod, or doing any Evil ? Me-: 


thinks in Matters that at leaſt are doubtful, and where 


the Event alone can rightly determine which of. the- 
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(18) 
contending Parties judg'd the beſt, a little better Quar- 
ter might be given, and a more favourable Cenſure paſ- 
ſed. Are the People who ſeem to be afraid of an un- 
ſecure Peace ſo deſtitute of all Defence, as to deſerve 
immediately to be eſteemed its Enemies? Can Men 
upon the ſudden fall into Confidence and good Opini- 
on of a Prince, whom never Creature truſted yet but 
was deceiv'd ? Or are we at length become a Match 
in Fraud and Fineſſe for that Court, ſo that we need 
to apprehend no Danger from ir? Has ir been long a 
Fault to be ſuſpicious of French Menagery? How comes 
it that all the Princes of the World abroad concur in the 
fame Diſtruſt and Diffidence of this their common Ene- 


my; and Ons eſpecially, who if he means well to him- \ 


{elf, means certainly as well to us? Bur ſince Autho- 
rities and great Names are Arguments that rather 
ſilence than convince, and ſince ReſpeF ſtops many a 
Reply that Reaſon has in readineſs, I leave this ſacred 
Shelter, and betake my ſelf ro common Senſe, and 
only defire ro know, whether the Men themſelves 
who are on this fide of the Queſtion, are not as fit to 


Judge, and as capable of Judging as their Neighbours? | 


Is it becauſe they underſtand nor ſo well the ſituation 
of Affairs abroad, or thoſe at home? Do they want 
Skill, or Obſervarion, or Experience ? Are they much 
leſs acquainted with the Riches or the Poverty, the 
Strength or Weakneſs of the Enemy, or of their own 


Country than other Folks > Or know they nothing of | 


the Powers and Intereſts of other States and Princes, 
or how to ballance them ? Or have they no Eſtates 
and Fortunes of their own at home to ſave or looſe ? 
do they not equally contribute to the Publick Charge, 
and are they nor Aſſeſs d like other Men ? Is not the 
Service of the War by Sea and Land ? Is not the Ci- 


vil Liſt, and every Branch of the Revenue, aſſiſted 


by their Payments in proportion to their Powers, as 
much as by thoſe who differ from them ? Are they 
leſs Hoſpitable, leſs Beneficent, lefs Charitable than 
their Fellow Subje&s ? Are they leſs ſenüble of Grief 

| or 
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or Loſs, than other Folks ? Does not the War deprive 


them of their Relations, Kindred, Friends, and Ac- 


1 1 5 . 8 * 9 ' — 


quaintance? And does it not abridge them of many 
great Conveniencies and Pleaſures ? And, in a word, 
do they not ſuffer equally with any People in the King- 
dom ? In what Reſpects can War be advantageous to 
Them? In what can Peace be prejudicial more than 
each will be to others in common with them? 

I could to theſe add numberleſs Inquiries more, 


and make Recriminations without End, if they would 


ſerye to any good and honeſt Purpoſe. Bur our Diſ- 


| ſenfions want no Irritation; what I have ſaid may 


be ſufficient ro ſhew (where People will open their 
Eyes or Ears) that there is neither Senſe nor Reaſon, 
nor Juſtice, in calling thoſe who are afraid of an in- 
ſecure One, Enemies to Peace. 10 
And thus, having ſhewn whom David meant, and 
whom he meant not, in bis Prayer to God, to ſcat- 
ter thoſe who delighted in War: And alſo ſhewn, 
what Reaſon and Juſtice People have to deteſt ſuch 
Men as truly deſerve that infamous and hateful Cha- 
racer; as allo, whom we ought not to charge there- 
with, or with the being Enemies to Peace. I have, I 
find, but a little time left, for an Exhortation to Re- 
pent ance, and the humbling cur ſelves befere Almighty 
God, in order to the obtaining Pardon of all our great 
and manifeſt Tranſgreſſions ; the averting of thoſe heavy 
Fudgments which our Provocations have deſerved ; and 
for imploring a Bleſſing on the preſent Treaty, that there- 
by may be produced, an honourable, ſecure and laſting 
Peace, to us and our Allies; and alſo to beg his Bleſſing 
on our United Arms, till ſuch a Peace ſhall be ſubmit- 
ted to. Great things indeed, but not too great for 
Him, of whom we come to ask them! But ob, let 
not the Lord be angry if we humbly pray Him, that 
we may not want theſe mighty Bleſſings, till he can 
ive them to our Humiliation and true Repentance! 
But let us owe them quickly to his undeſery'd and 
boundleſs Merey ! . 
. The 
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The War we are engag'd in is acknowledg'd to be 


juſt, and the Succefſes God hath crown'd it with, 
ha ve been aſtoniſhingly great. And therefore they 73 
who now tell us, that we entred wrong into it, are 


thoſe I doubt, who would have us go wrong out of it. 
Or if they mean that we have been at too great 


Charge, tis manifeſt they know not how to value 


thoſe Succeſſes, Bur I would ſpeak to Engliſhmen. 


Theſe great Succeſſes, it is plain, have not been over- | 


bought, becauſe we are told -I * by them, that the 


Enemies have been ſo far reduced, as to make Propoſals + 


for treating of a genera Peace. | 
Would they have done it then, without theſe great 
Succeſſes? Or could we have obtain'd theſe great Suc- 
ceſſes at a leſs Expence ? I am as glad to confront ſo 
ſenſeleſs a Slander, with ſo great an Authority, as I 


am to ſay, that our Enemies have been at as great an 


Expence at leaſt, to loſe their Country, Cities, and 
their Armies, as we have been to win them, take them, 
and overcome them: And that their Children, and 
their Children's Children will be paying Debrs (if Ar- 
bitrary Governments pay Debts) contracted by Diſ- 
graces, Loſſes and Defeats, which left them fighing 
ſtill in Chains and Slavery, while our Pofterity ſhall 


be diſcharging Debts contracted by their Fathers, ro 


leave them the Proteſtant Religion, a Proteſtant Succfi- 
on, and (which muſt keep them both) their Liberties, 
The Bleſſing that we are to ask upon this Treaty, is, 
I conceive, in other Words That Ve may have the 
Wiſdom and the Reſolution to demand, and to. 1/iſt 
upon, and that the Enemies may have the Juſtice and 


the Grace zo yield up, what we. have hitherto been 


fighting for; as well becauſe it is to be an honoura- 
ble, ſecure, and laſting. Peace (which otherwiſe we 
think it could not be) to Us and our Allies (who are 
to judge of it, as well as We) as alſo becauſe we are 
zo beg the Divine Aſſiſtance on our United Arms, till 
the Enemies ſhall ſubmit to ſuch à Peace, as we would 


| bave, by Treaty, Now ſurely, there is little need of 


— 


fight- 
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fighting and continuing on a War, to obtain a Peace 


ä 
1 


that would have none of thoſe good Epithets belong 


XS 


8 


to it; and therefore the Peace we beg for as a Bleſſing, 


muſt needs be ſuch a one as we have been all along 
wiſhing for; it muſt be ſuch as will be Honoura- 


ble, ſecure, and laſting. And there are none, I hope, in 


. 
3 


* 
* 
* 
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all the Queen's Dominions, that will not heartily pray 
for ſuch a Peace, or readily contribute ro ſuch a War. 
Our Enemies themſelves will hardly have the Ma- 


lice, or the Confidence to ſay, this Nation is an Ene- 
my to Peace, or that whatever could be done, has 
5 
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not been done, in order to the obtaining it. But we 
ſhall alſo give them Cauſe, I hope, to ſay, that all 


that can be done in order to the carrying on the War, 


us their Scorn, who have been hitherto their conſtant 
\ Terror. But let us not ſo much as preſage the leaſt 
Evil! I know very well, in whoſe Hands, under God, 
wie are. This is a Peace or War, that is not like any 
- ciker Peace or War that we or our Fathers have ſeen. 
is one of the greateſt Misfortunes that could befall 


Fo 
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is allo done. The firſt, without the laſt, would only 


give them a Pleaſure that we owe them not, and make 


this Nation at this Time, that People's Conſideration 
ſhould be ſo ſhort and ſlight, as to think this Treaty 


will determine only whether they ſhall ſave a little 


Money by Peace, or ſpend a little more by carrying 


on the War; whereas it will determine, in all likely- 


hood, whether they ſhall ever have Abillties and Pow- 


er again, of giving or refuſing. I do not mean that 


we ſhould Article for or againſt a new Religion, a 
new Government, and a new King. Bur I mean, 


that unleſs the Peace be good, thoſe things will cer- 


rainly follow, in their Time, without and againſt all 
Articles: And therefore no Man can be roo ſollicitous 
about this great Event, that will determine the Fortune 
of Europe for many Years, and it may be for many 
Ages; and for our own particular, determine, in its 
Conſequence, of all we have. And therefore, they 
who are in earneſt zealous for the Glory and Safety of 
the Queen, the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, 

, | | | and 


(22) 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and for the Engliſh Laws 
and Liberties, will certainly beg of God, ſo to direct, 
guide, and aſſiſt thoſe whom the Queen employs in 
this moſt nice and perillous Affair of Treating, thar 


ſuch a Peace may be obtained, as will ſecure them all, 


* 


£ 
2 
* 


to us and our Poſterity: Or (ſhould the War be ſtil! 
found neceſſary) that He would go forth with our 


Armies, in the moſt glorious and ſurpriſing Manner 
he hath hitherto done, and raiſe us up (He only can) 
a General, wiſe, and brave, and fortunate, as was our laſt. 
Theſe are the Bleſſings that we want, and come to 


ask of God. But when I look at Home, and fee the Ute | 


that we have made of thoſe we have already had; 


the Slight that we have put upon Ten Tears Succeſs ; | 


the ſervile, baſe, degenerate Spirit that is growing | 


upon us; the tame Submiſſions, ſhameleſs Flatteries, 


and unexampled Proſtitutions of Honour and Conſci- 
ence to the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs : When ! 
conſider how the Sorceries of France prevail, and with 
what Contempt the Proreſtant Intereſt and Religion 
abroad are treated by many among us; and with what 
Tenderneſs and ill-concealed Content a great many 
People ſpeak of One, who if ever he comes, will bring 
a ſure Deſtruction to this Church and State, along 
with him: And what a marvellous Stillneſs and Securi- 
ty there is, with reſpect to Popery ; nay, how ſuſpi- 


cious a thing it grows for People to open their Mouths | 


with any degree of Warmth, againſt that Superſtition: 
When J confider theſe, and many other things of 
the like kind, thar cannor bur occur to a Serious Man 
that looks about bim, it makes it hard for me to 
hope, that the Prayers of ſuch a People ſnould be 
heard. But when I look ro God, and know he is 
the Fountain of Goodneſs, Mercy, and Forgiveneſs, 
and that he deals with Men according to their Wants 
and to his Boundleſs Compaſſion in Chriſt Feſus, then 
I rake: Heart, and humbly Pray him to beſtow the 
Bleffings on us we have been imploring at his gracious 
Hands; and that for Feſus Chriſt's ſake. To whom with 
the Father and the Bleſſed Spirit, be all Glory, Honour, &c. 
FINTIS. | 
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Let them give Thanks whom the Lord bath 
redeemed and delivered from the band 
ieee 
T is not certain what Deliverance it was that oc- 
caſiond the Fſaimiſt to exhort the People to 
giving, ſa earneſtly and frequently, as he 
Fſalm: E is enough, that there was Rea- 
ſon for ſo doing, and therefore the Words of the Text 
are general, and as applicable to any other People, as 
to the Fews Let chem give Thanks, whoſoever they 
are, and whereſoever they live, whom the Lord hath re- 
deemed and delivered from the hand of the Enemy. 
The Redemption from any Evil, that God hath 
wrought for a Nation, and his Deliverance of it from 
the Hand of the Enemy, is certainly a moſt ſufficient 
Ground and Reaſon for Thankſgiving, I will firſt con- 
fider this in general, and then apply it in particular. 
. Firſt, The Redemption and Deliverance of a Na- 
tion from the Hand of the Enemy, is a moſt reaſonar 


* * ff * 
1 
; 


ble and juſt Occaſion of Thankſgiving to God. The 


N 


Evils Men eſcape, are juſtly reckon'd as ſo many Mer- 


cies received, and Mercies received are the only pro- 


per Subjects of Thankſgiving; and therefore tis moſt 


reaſonable and fir, That they ſhould give Thanks whom 
the Lord hath redeemed and delivered from the hand of 
the Enemy, i. e. from all the Evils and Calamities of 
War. Whatever can make Life deſirable, is hazarded 
in War; and the beſt End that Men propoſe by War, 
is to incline and force the Adverſary to Reaſon and 
Juſtice, ro good Terms and a Defire of Peace, by the 

Senſe of their preſent Sufferings, and by the fears of 
greater. So that the very End of War is doing Miſchief 


to Mankind, in order to bring them ro Reaſon: And 


therefore whatever Miſchiefs a Man can ſuffer, with 
hs C reſpect 
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F N 
, and decent Ocder ; 
and with reſpect to his Bſtate and Fortune, the En- 
Joying the Fruits of his Labour, or the Inheritance 
of his Anceſtors; or with reſpect to the Life and Safe- 
ry of himſelf and Friends: Whatever Miſchiefs any 
one can ſuffer, with reſpect to any of theſe Particu- 
lars, he may expect them reaſonably from War, there 
is nothing ſo likely "ro bring them on him; as the 


Sword bf War: Wat is the Executioner of God's ſe - 


2 Vengeance, wich 


to the Community. It 


an any Inſtrument of God's Anger. And therefore, 
to be freed from the Hand of the Enemy, is to be freed 


from almoſt all rhe Evils that a Man can undergoe, and 
therefore ſuch-Deliverance well deſerves a Thanks. 


* Now fach Deliverance is ſaid to be f God, not on · 
Jy when he aſſiſts in a miraculous and viſible Manner, 
and when the Means are apparently Divine, or diſ- 
proportioned to the End they work; but when there 
appears nothing of God immediately in it, when no- 
ching extraordinary or unuſual happens, hut ſecond 
Cauſes work their natural Effects ; and Strength, and 
Force, and Numbers, Advantage of Ground, Plenty of 
Provifion,Wind, and Sun, produce their uſual Fruitsand 


Conſequences. God works Deliverances by theſe, as | 


certainly as by his Miracles. And:whoſoever reads the 
Pſalms of David, and knows his Hiſtory withal, will 
ſee all his great Victories, and his Eſcapes, attributed 
to God's Hand in a manner marvellous and extraor- 
dinary; when yer they were brought about, as Victo- 
cies and great Deliverances are now- a · days, by great 
Armies and good Conduct, by Force and Subtlety, by 
Strength and Straragem. Thus in Pſalm xviii. The 
Lord is my Rock and my Fortreſs, and deli verer, the God 
of my Strength, in him will I truſt : He's my Shield, and 
che Horn of my Salvation, my high Tower, and my Re- 
fuge. my Saviour, thou ſaveſt me from violence: I wil 


cal 


ds more Miſchief, carries more Misfortunes 
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call npon the Lord who is worthy to be praiſed'; fo ſhall I 
;] be ſaved from mine Enemies : The ſorrows of Hell com- 
n- paſſed me about, the fneres of Death prevented me: In 
ce my diſtreſi I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my God, 
e- and'bt did hear my Voice: Then the Earth ſhook and 
iy © 4rembled, the Foundations of Heaven ſhook and were 
u- moved; becauſe he was wrath. He bowed the Heavens al- 

| fo and came down, and it was dark under his Feet; be 
rode upon the Cherubim, and came flying upon the Wings 

of the Wind. The Lord thundered from Heaven, and the 

moſt High uttered his Voice; be ſent out Arrows and 

© ſcattered them, Lightning and diſcomfited them: The 

Channels of the Sea appeared, the foundations of the World 
were diſcovered, at the rebuking of the Lord, at the blaſt 
of the Breath of bis diſpleaſure, He ſent from above, be 
took me, he drew me out of many Waters. He delivered 

me from my ſtrongeſt Enemy, and from them that hated 

me, they were too mighty for me. God is my. 
s and Power, and maketh my way perfect. He 
maleth myfeet like Harts feet, and ſetteth me up on high. 
He tcacheth my Hands to war, ſo that my Arm ſhall break 
even 4 bow of ſicel. It is God that avengeth me and bring 
eth me forth from mine Enemies; He ii the Tower of 

Salvation to his King, and ſheweth Mercy to bis Anoint- 

ed for evermore, Without remembring David's Hi- 

ſtory, one would imagin that Heaven and Earth were 
moved on his behalf, and that the Courſe of Nature 
had been overthrown; and that his Life was covered 
by continual Miracles, from all Attempts ſecrer and 
open. And yet the Title of this Pſalm tells us it was 4- 
Song of Thanksg1ving, that David ſang in the Day that 
the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his Ene-- 
mies, and from the hand of Saul: And by his Hiſtory 
we know that no Miracle was ever wrought in his Fag - 


izing done in all hi 


vour, nothing Supernatural or e 
Life, but what great Courage and great Conduct, with 


the Bleſſing of God, might well hnve compaſſed. But 
Re- from hence we may learn, theſe fe things, 1. That the 
wil ¶ Hiſtory muſt ſtill be conſulted in explaining cha PV. 
cal C. 2: 211. That 
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2. That the Fewi/ſh Expreſſion, and indeed the Expreſ- 
ſion of all the People that dwelt Eaſternii, is full of Pomp 
and Amplification, of Fancy and Hy perbole, and is not 
therefore to be taken in its large and literal Senſe, but 
in a Sober and reſtrained one. And 3. That whatever 
God is ſaid, in all theſe Paſſages, to do, with ſo much 
Majeſty and Might, with ſo great Power and Wonder, 
is done by human Means and human Inſtruments, 
and in an ordinary and natural Courſe, by human 
Strength and Cunning, by Vigilance, Activity, by 
finding and by taking hold of Opportunities, by com- 
mon Armies, by Horſe and Foot, by Bows and Ar- 
rows, Swords and Spears, Shields and other Inſtru- 
ments of Death and of Defence. All what is here at- 
tributed to God, is done by theſe, in the Hands of 
Men of Courage and Experience, which is his Arm 
and Sword, And therefore the Deliverances thar all 
Men elſe have had from Enemies or other Evils, both 
may and ought to be aſcribed to God, as well as theſe; 
his Hand is ſtill the ſame, his Power not ſnortned; and 
therefore our Gratitude is full as due as theirs, for all 
the Mercies we receive; it is from Him alone, that 
all our Bleſſings come. 40 | 
Nor is it only the Deliverance from an Enemies 
Army, that David aſcribes to God, but his D liveran- 
ces from any Evils or Miſchiefs deſign'd againſt him- 
ſelf in private. Thus when Saul privately purpoſed 
his Death, and it was diſcovered to him by Jonathan; 
and when he alſo ſent Meſſengers to David's Houſe to 
watch him, and to ſlay him in the Morning, and it 
was diſcovered and defeated by his Daughter Michal, 
Davids Wife, who told him— If thou ſaveſt not thy 
Life, thou ſhalt be ſlain to morrow,—and helped ro con- 
_ vey him ſafe away. He gives the Praiſe and Glory of 
theſe Deliverances to God alone, tho' the Diſcoveries 
were made by People from whom - ſuch, Kindneſſes 
; might reaſonably have been expected, a Wife, and a 
generous Friend and Brother- in- law. And yet, upon, 
this Occaſion he compoſed the 59th Pſalm God x my 
: | RS Ib Defence 
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Dafente, the God of Mrrey ſba prevent me, Gid ſpal 
let ane fee m Deſire upon mine Enemies. Unto thee, O O0 
my Strength, will 1 ſing, for God n my Deftnice; and m 
ur B moſt merciful God. And therefore tis bur reaſonable 
er to aſcribe to God Deliverances of any ſorr, by any 
ch Means and Inſtruments lawful and honeſt. It was 
er, God that delivered David by the Meſſengers and In- 
is, formations of Jonathan and Michal, from being pri- 
an . vately Aſſaſſinated, as well as from falling into che 
by Hands of his Open Enemies, by bis on extraordinary 
* Courage and Conduct, and by the Affections of his 
\r- People, and the Valour of his Soldiers; and therefore 
U- Praiſe and Thanks are to be aſeribed and given to God, 
at- as certainly when he employs the leaſt, and the moſt : 
of ¶ inconfiderable Inſtruments, as when he uſes greater. 
mM All theſe things appear ſo evident and reaſonable, that 
all n were bur loſs of Time to prove them. There is no 
Scruple or Objection ro this Exhonation of the PI- 
e; | miſt; it is alepred to, as fnomas:a3ked; that Tbey aud 
nd give Thanks'whom the: Lord hath redeemed, and delivered 
all ¶ From the hand of the Enemy: We have therefore only 
nat to ſee, in the Application, What Reaſon we have now | 
: to give Cod Thanks, by conſidering from what Evils ; 
ies we have been redeemed; and from what Enemies we 
in- have been delivered. The Evils we have been deli - 
m- vered from, are all the Miſeries and Calamities which 
(ed conſtantly attend a'Civil and Inteſtine War. Theſe 
n; we muſt have undergone, as long as any Enemies 
to | would have appeared againſt the King, altho his 
| ir Arms had been ar laſt Succeſsful: But had the Rebels 
al, | prevaild, the Evils then muſt have been numberleſs + 
thy aud endleſs; the King muſt have been Depoſed -and + 
on- Murthered, and ſo muſt all his Family that had not 
of led; the Canſequence of this muſt ha ve been, that no 
ies Prateſtant Paine muſt ever have ruled in this Nation 
les again. The Conſequemnce af that muſt neceſſarily be, 
14a che Eſtabliſning 4 Sueceſſion of Popiſn Princes for 
on, exerg and what leſs) will follow from thence; than the 
, weg aus de Broteſhanr Religion in cheſe-Kingdows 
92 23 108 


I 
FF 
« x 


—  —  _ 2 - 2 5 — — 
8 — EI G6 P 


— — 


5 
4 
1 
4 
"7 
TH 
: , 
4 
4 5 
17 
1 
1 
. 
"3D 
Ty 
„ 
oo. 
iT 
1 
* 


(60 | 
for ever, and ſettling Popety for ever, in its ſtead. 
And what will then become in Time of all our Laws 
and boaſted Liberties s nn 

- Theſe are not Conſequences, which the Proclamation, 
for Obſervance of this Day, has drawn, and which I 
repeat from it only for Amplification's ſake, and to 
beget Aſtoniſnment and Dread in Peoples Hearts, with- 
out Cauſe; but they are ſuch as make themſelves, 
ſuch as are natural and Unavoidable; ſuch as muſt 
follow, if free Agents may act freely, and Natural 
Cauſes produce their Natural Effects: Such as ate 
only poſſible not to happen, if God by a wonderful 
Power, intervene not to hinder them, which becauſe 
we have no Reaſon to expect, we have no Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe. And they are ſuch as you your ſelves ſhall 
be Judges of. Had the King's Forces been defeared 
either in England or Scotland, you are not to imagine 
that there had been an End of the War; more Forces 
had been fais d and ſent to their Affiſtance. A King 
and Parliament agreeing, are not ſo ſoon Vanquiſhed, 
J believe we have not one Inſtance in all our Hiſtory, 
of a King overcome by his Rival Adverſary, whoſe 
Cauſe and Title the Parliament did heartily eſpouſe, 
as is the preſent Caſe ; and therefore all their Legiſſa- 
tive Power, "their Intereſt, and their Wealth, would 
certainly have been exerted, in raiſing and maintain- 
ing Armies for ſupporting and eſtabliſning the preſent 
_ Government, from time to time as there ſhould be 
Occaſion. „ TE 
Examples are only as ſo many Snares, to light and 

inconſiderate People, who only view them on the Side 
they like: Becauſe a Revolution in favour of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and of the Laws and Liberties of the 
Nation was ſo eaſily brought about, therefore the hot 
and thoughtleſs Heads of the Conſpirators, imagined 
ſuch another might be brought about, with as much 
Eaſe, if they could work the People into Diſcontents 
ant Diſaffection to the Government; and a Seditious 

Diſpoſition by idle Tales, and groundleſs Calumnies, 
GL E 1 as 
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as ridiculous as they are falſe, and by revival of that 
ſenſeleſs Outcry of the Church's Danger, of which they 
were never yet able to make one tolerable Proof, to 
the Conviction of any ſober, thoughtful, and oblers 
By theſe means, however, they have made ſnift to 
lead Captive abundance of filly, noiſy, and outrageous 
Women, and to ſeduce great numbers of decayed, 
idle, and diſorderly Men, whoſe Ignorance makes 
them credulous, and diſpoſes them to ſwallow any 
Stories that are told them, tho' never ſo improbable ; 
and whoſe neceſſitous Condition keeps them in readi- 
neſs for Tumult, and to follow the Directions of ſuch 
as ſecretly abet and favour” the deſigned Change, in 
hopes of ſome Encouragement for the . and find- 
ing their Account in it hereafter. Theſe are the People 
for the 2 that, had the Rebels prevail'd a lie 
tle at firſt, would probably have riſen in divers quar- 
ters of the Kingdom, and joined them as ſoon as they 
could conveniently; and might thereby have made 
their Army Numerous. To theſe we may alſo add, 
without doubt, a number of Men of better Quality, 
ſome of unmeaſurable Ambition, ſome diſcontented 
and diſappointed of their Hopes, others of broken For- 
tunes, Los in Debt, and overwhelm'd with Mort- 
age, others obnoxious to the Government, and de- 
pairing of Forgiveneſs,” A Body thus compoſed and 
formed, muſt needs be able to do an infinite deal of 
Miſchief, ro deſolate and ravage many Countries, to 
burn and pillage many Towns and ſingle Hou- 
ſes, to rob, abuſe, to wound and. murder many thou- 
ſand People, innocent and inofſenſive in themſelves, 
bur become Enemies by adhering to the Government, 
and not aſſiſting the Rebellion. Theſe things they 
muſt have been forced to do, within a few Weeks 
after they firſt enter'd on this Warfare; for when 
the little Money of their own had been ſpent, and the 
little which their Leaders would have been able to 
ſupply them with; was alſo gone, has muſt they 2 | 
ag” one, 
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done, but either Starved, or fallen to Plunder-where- 


any length of Time, without depriving every Body in 


will ſuch a mad, disjointed, unprovided Rout as this, 


2 — 


ever they. came ? They had no Fund, no Taxes co 
depend upon, nor Credit for Subſiſtence, nor Regular 
Pay to look for: Thoſe are all with the Government, 
and without them no Army can continue together ſor 


their reach of all they have, and deſtroying all before 
them. Thus their Numbers would have made them 
able, and their Neceſſities made them willing, to bring 
upon the Country all the Calamities and Miſeries of 
Civil War, how little ſoever of all cheſe Cruelties and | 
Miſchiefs, they may ſay, they intended when firſt they 
entered on it. Things will have their natural and 
eaſy Conſequences, whatever People may intend, and 
the beſt Intentions in the World will excuſe no Man 
for the evil Conſequences, if they are natural and eaſy 
ones, and ſuch as are uſually expected. But after al), 


be able to hold out againſt the Wiſdom, and the 
Strength, the Wealth and Intereſt of the Nation, uni- 
red in the King and Parliament, Who have all Power 
entirely in their Hands, and who can raiſe what Ar- 
mies, and what Taxes for their Pay, they pleaſe? I 
would nor exaggerate things in the, leaft degree, nor 
ſay what the meaneſt People may not comprehend 
and think reaſonable to believe. The Rebels might, 
upon a little Succeſs at firſt, have increaſed in Num- 
ber, and might have killed many thouſands of the 
King's faithful Subjects, both in the Field, and out of 
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had leſs Cauſe to mourn than We, for certainly His 
Armies would have made as dreadful a Havock of the 
Rebels and their Favourers and Abetters; whoever 


conſiders the Strength, the Courage, and Experience, 


of old, approved, and Regular Forces, well Officer d, 
well Provided for, and well Paid, cannot but think 
they would have ſold their Lives exceedingly dear, 
and would have taken ample Vengeance on the King's 
Enemies and their own, for all the Deaths, the Loſſes, 
and the Abuſes of their Friends. All theſe Evils are 


'alſo- prevented, by the ſo ſpeedy Suppreſſion of this 


Rebellion: And therefore here is Matter of Thanks- 


giving even for the greateſt Enemies the King has, 


whether Openly or Secretly ſuch; they muſt have 
loſt as many Friends, as there had been Rebels de- 


ſtroyed and kill d. The marvellous Compaſſion, the 


ſtrange and hitherto unpracticed Charity of publick 


Prayers and Tears beſtowed upon the few State Cri- 


minals that have fallen of late by the Hand of Law 


and Juftice, this new and unuſual Tenderneſs I ſay, 


ſhewn rather for. their Sufferings than their Sins, by 
ſuch as approve their Cauſe, would incline one to 
hope, that they would join with us, as they have 
Reaſon, in Thankſgiving ro God, for putting ſo quick 
an End to this Rebellion, in which ſo many of their 
Husbands, Children, Fathers, Brothers, Kindred and 


Friends, might very probably have periſhed ; The 


Sword, as David ſaith, devoureth one as well as another, 
and the Loſs, and Sufferings of their Friends muft 
needs have been conſiderably great. And all good Men, 
who would unqueſtionably have lamenred the Ruin 
of ſo many Families, on either Side, will certainly agree 
in thanking God, for the happy Accidents, that, by his 
Bleſſing, have prevented ſo much Miſchief, and the 
Death of ſo many Fellow - Subjects, Men and Chriſtians, 
whether Friends or Enemies to the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment. It is not eaſy for an unexperiencd Heart to 
conceive, much leſs for the Tongue to expreſs, the 
Deſolations, Miſeries, and Calamities of a Civil AP: 
* fi 


(10) 
And therefore the * all theſe Evils, is cer- 
rainly the Matter of a ſerious and ſincere Thankſgiving 
to Almighty God: Thar ir is indeed fo, I have hi- 
cherto ſhewed you, upon ſuppoſition that the King's 
Arms, might (as I think they would) have been Vi- 
ctorious and Succeſsful at rhe laſt. Bur becanſe the 
Iſſues of War are very uncertain, and abundance of 
little Accidents may intervene, which wiſe Men can» 
not eaſily foreſee, nor, conſequently, be prepared a- 
gainſt, which yer may ſtrangely change the Fortune 
of the Day, againſt all Reaſon, ws Xp Hr and the 
Appearances of Things, and becauſe as the Race # not 
always to the Swift, ſo is not the Bartel always to the 
Strong, but Time and Chance happeneth to them all... 
Becauſe, I ſay, of theſe Uncertainties, let us ſuppoſe 
the Rebels had prevailed, and they had been Victo- 
rious in the Field, and ſee, what muſt have been the 
natural Conſequences of this Succeſs, that we may the 
better ſee, whether the preventing theſe Conſequen- 
ces, be truly Matter of Thankſgiving, which is the 
End of our Aſſembling here this Day. 
The firſt natural Conſequence of the Rebels entire 
Succeſs, mwſt have been rhe Death of the King, and 
the Deſtruction of rhe whole Royal Family, if rhey 
had fallen into their Hands. Withour this, all other 
Advantages would have fignify'd bur little; th is the 
only wanted and deſired Succeſs of the Rebellion: 


Put bur this precious Life, and Family, into their 
Power, and they will want no more, the reſt will fol- 


low of Courſe. This is ſo manifeſt a Truth, that it 
can want no Proof. Not one who took the Sword, 
bur muſt have aim'd ar ir, and intended this: Not 
one who ſtayed ar Home, and wiſh'd Succeſs to the 
Rebellion, bur muſt have wiſh'd for this Deſtruction 
of the King, and of his Houſe, unleſs they were ſo 


ſenſeleſs as to fight for, and to wiſh for an Event and 


End, without intending either the neceſſary Means of 


compaſſing that End, or the neceſſary and unavoidable 


Conſequences of ſuch an Iſſue and Event. Who can 
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pretend to fight againſt the King, without intending 
to Dethrone Him, and —— Rival in his Sent 
And who can wiſh Succeſs to ſuch an Attempt, with- 
out intend ing what will naturally follow upon that 
Sueceſs? Tis jaſt poſſible to abſtract ſuch hings in 
one's Thought, and to ſeparate them one from the 
other; but tis hardly poſſible to reaſon oneꝰs ſelf into 
a Belief that ſuch and ſuch Things may come to 
without their natural Conſequences, And therefore, 
they who ſecretly wiſhed well to this Rebellion, muſt 
needs have wiſh'd the natural Fruits of ſuch Succeſs, 
the Death and Ruin of the King, and of his Family. 
And would not this be a very ftrange Return for a 
People to make to a Prince, whom they called to 
the Throne, and placed him on it with great Joy, 
and have ſeen him fir thereon for near two Years, ſo 
Inoffenſively with regard to our Laws at Home, ſo 
Uſefully with reſpect to our Trade Abroad, and with 
ſo much Honour with regard to the Princes of the 
World, that one would think the Mouth of Calumny 
itſelf honld have been ſhur ? | "$73 

There is ſomething ſo particular in this King's com- 
ing to the Throne, that it will deſerve to be remem- 
ber d and confider'd by every one of you; for no King 
ever yet came in the like manner. He came not in by 
the Sword, or any 3 of Conqueſt, as Milliam 
the Firſt did; nor by briguing with the Biſhops and 


Great Men, as King Stephen did; nor was he called 


to it by the Nobility and Commonalty of the Realm, 


to correct and reform the Abuſes of the State, and ſup- 


ply the Place of ſuch as were Depos d for Mal- admi- 
niſtration, or had left the Kingdom, as were Edward III. 
Henry IV. Henry VII. and the late King Milliam of 
ever Honoured Memory : Nor did he come by what 
they call Hereditary Right, as Henry II. Edward IV. 
and King James I. did. But the Nation of its own 
accord, neither moved by any Fear of preſent Danger, 
nor by Graritude for any Benefits or Service paſt; 
awed by no Army, either near or diſtant; bribed by 

| no 
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no Favours, promiſed or beftowed ; bur free, at eaſe, 
and in a Time of Peace; the Nation, I ſay, in theſe 
Circumſtances, did of its 'own accord, moſt volunta- 
rily offer to, and ſettle the Crown upon the Houſe of 
Hanover, the Princeſs Sophia being the next of Kin, 
that was a Proteſtant, Grand- daughter to King Fames 
tbe Firſt, in purſuance of a former Act of Parliament 
which excluded all Papiſts. In this manner, was the 
Succeſſion ſettled on the Houſe, of which the King 
was Heir and Head : In this manner, and without his 
ſeeking, was he call'd to the Throne, by all the Na- 
tion, King and Parliament; and alſo afterwards by 
Queen and Parliament, if that will pleaſe ſome People 
better. So that if it be lawful for a whole Nation to 
ſecure its Religion, Laus, and Property, from utter 
Ruin and Subverſion, by excluding Papiſts from the 
Throne, and lawful for them to beſtow their Govern- 
ment where they believe thoſe valuable Bleſſings will 
be beſt ſecured, there cannot be a better Title in the 
World than what the preſent King has. It is the Gift 
of a whole Nation to him, unask'd for and unſought 
by him; and there were fourteen or fifteen Years. be- 
twixt the Settlement and its taking Place. So that it 
Was not a raſh and ſudden Thing, but done with all 
Deliberation, and there was time enough to ſee if it 
were well done. This is the Title that is by all Means 
to be Defeated, this is the Prince that is to be Dethro- 
ned and Murthered. This is the Family that is to fly, 
or be deſtroy d. The Nation muſt unſay what they 
formerly ſaid with one Voice; they muſt undo what 
they formerly did, in the moſt ſolemn and deliberate 
Manner; they muſt break the Promiſes they volunta- 
rily made, they muſt unſwear the Oaths they have 
often Sworn: And all this they muſt do without any 
Provocation or Offence on his Part, nay after many 
Benefits received from his good Government. And 
would not this have raiſed the Credit and the Honour 
of the Nation with the World Abroad, as well as have 
ſecur d it at Home ? But in good Earneſt * not 
2 | ave 
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haye eompleated both our Infamy and Ruin ? Suc 
a Proceeding with our King and with his Family, as 
muſt have been the Conſequence of the Rebels Suc- 
eels, would have made us the Hatred and the Scorn 
of all the Nations with whom we have any thing to 
do. They ſaw us not long ſince baſely and wick- 
edly forſake our Allies, and with another ſort of 
Baſeneſs court our Enemies, and give them all the 
Advantages that God had put into our Hands, by a 
long and proſperous War ; and now they would ſee 
us giving up our Religion, and our Liberties and 

ws, by parting with the King and with his Fa- 
mily, whom we had choſen and pirch'd upon, for no 
other Reaſon but for the Preſervation of that Reli- 
gion, and the ſecuring of thoſe Laws and Liberties. 
Were this a Nation to be loved or feared, truſted or 
dealt withal 2 Is all their Zeal for Proteſtantiſm, 
all their Outcries againſt Popery, all their Love of 
Liberty, and Exclamations againſt Arbitrary Power, 
come to this > Who would regard ſo falſe, ſo fooliſh, 
and ſo changeable a People > Who, when oppreſs'd, 
cry loud for a Deliverance, and when they have ob- 
taind ir, flight it and forget it; who dread the Ene- 
my to Day, provide againſt him ro Morrow, and 
throw away their Fears and Arms the next Day after. 

This Nation had been frequently and ſtrongly 
Allarmed with the Fears of Popery in the Reign of 
King Charles II. who liv'd a ſecret, and dy'd a pro- 
feſs d Papiſt. Ir ſaw it enter like an armed Man in 
the Reign of King James II and being firit frighten'd 


as it were out of its Wits, and then into its Wits again, 


it join d the Prince of Orange, made a Revolution, de- 
clared the People's Rights, and plac'd the Crown upon 
the Prince and Princeſs's Heads, with certain Limita- 
tions; and in the Seſſion following, diſabled any Pa- 
piſt for the future, from being King or Queen of theſe 
Kingdoms for ever after; having found it (as they 
expreſs it) utterly inconſiſtent with the Safety and the 


A 


Welfare of it, for this Proteſtant Ringdom to be Govern'd by 
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4 Popiſh Prince, And again, left theſe Limitations of [ 
-the Succeffion ſhould determine, as indeed they did, 
with the late King and the lare Queen dying withour | 
Children, the King and Parliament made farther Pro- | 
viſion for the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Prote- 
ſtant Line, for the Happineſs of the Nation and the Security 
.of our Religion, and fix'd it to the Houſe of Hanover, 
| continuin E ror And indeed it was abſolutely 
: 9 neceſſary ſo to do, for there are no Proteſtants of that 
! Royal Line of Stuart in the World, but what are of 
that Houfe. This made me ſay, that the utter Sub- 
verſion of the Proteſtant Religion in theſe Kingdoms, 
muſt be, in time, a natural and unavoidable Conſe- 
2 of the Deſtruction of this Houſe : After which 
| ducceeds an endleſs Train of Popiſh Princes: Firſt, 
1 he Perſon that pretends to diſturb our Goyernment 
1 at preſent; next, the Dutcheſs of Savoy, a Lady grow- 
N ing into Years ; then her Son, the Prince of Piedmont; 
l. | fourteen Years of Age, but very weakly and infirm, 
* after them, by the ſame Hereditary Right, the preſent 
| King of France; if theſe ſhould fail the three Children 
„ of the late Queen of Spain claim by the ſame Right, 
and twenty more that are in view, if it were 
worth the while ro reckon them. This is the good- 
Iy Proſpect that the Church of England has of Prin- 
ces, that are to be its Nurſing Fathers, Heads and 
Governours, whenever we ſhall loſe, by War or 
Treachery, the preſent KING and Royal Family! 
Under which, of all theſe Popiſh Princes is the Pro- 
teſtant Religion like ro live and flouriſh in theſe 
Kingdoms d Which of them all will nor, muſt nor, 
by his Principles, think himſelf obliged ro deſtroy it, 
as ſoon as he is able? I make no queſtion bur Popiſh 
Princes are, in themſelves. as tender and good-natur'd* 
as Wiſe and conſiderate, and underſtand their Inte- 
reſt, as well as any Proteftants whatever; and where 
their Superſtition is not concern'd, they give good 
Proof: that they are ſo: But wherever That comes 
Ai their way, they neither can, nor muſt do as . 
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otherwiſe would, Their ſanguinary Zeal is too ſtrong 


for their good Nature and Humanity, too ſtrong for” 
Reaſon, and even an Over: match for their apparent 
Intereſt: There is no truſting them: They may 
promiſe what they will ; but they cannot perform- 
what they will, their Conſciences are in another 


Man's Kepping Whether they ſhall Swear or no, is- 


in their own: Power, but it is is not in their Power, 
whether they ſhall keep thoſe Oaths or no, if Hereſy 
5 


be concern 


There they may ſeek for Abſolution 
fom their Oaths, and there they may obtain ir. No 
Oath can bind to Sin, that is very certain with all 
Men; but to fa vour and preſerve the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, when there is Power and Opportunity to dg- 
ſtroy ir, is certainly with them a Mortal Sin; the 


Conſequence is plain, it is to be deſtroy'd when that 


Time comes; no Oath muſt hinder it. But Princes 


do not always act up to their Principles, nor to the 
Obligations their Religion lays them under: Very 
true. Look into Hiſtory then, and ſee how it has been 


in Fact. And if 9 can produce but one ſingle 
inſtance of a Popiſh Prince, in all the World, — 
did not, as ſoon as he had Power and Opportunity, 


ſubvert the Proteſtant Religion, and do his beſt to 


root it out of his Dominions, we will then be content 
to diſmiſs our troubleſome Apprehenſions, and lay 


aſide all Fears of ſuch an Iflue and Event. It would 
be a a ſtrange thing, Methinks, for a Nation to venture 
its Religion, Safety, and Ha 980 upon the Word, 
the Promiſe, or the moſt ſo 


5 emn Oath of a Man, 
whoſe Principles will permit him to break that Oath, . 
as ſoon as he can ſecurely do it; whole Intereſt it may 
be to break it; whoſe Conſcience bids him break it, 
and who thinks he ſhall pleaſe GOD, and do his 
Duty in breaking it. This Man, notwithſtanding all 
theſe Encouragements to break it, may yet keep this 
Oatb, if he will: But certainly. it is too great a Risk 
for a Nation to run; and yet this Nation of ours 
may run this Risk, if we Ton find one Jaſtance, = 
1 "A 
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Example of à Popiſh Prince, who made and kept 
ſuch Oath inviolable, when he had Power and Op- 
Portunity of breaking it. 225 
Were I in any other Country of the World, but 
this, I need not to have inſiſted half ſo long upon a 
Point ſo plain as this is, that a Popiſh Prince is in- 
conſiſtent with the Happineſs and Safety of a Prote- 
{tant People; and that let him lay himſelf under what 
Ties, Obligations, and Oaths he will, they will not 
hold him, when he has Power and Opportunity of 
breaking through them. For the Papiſts abroad know 
it, by Principles, that Hereſy (and ſo they call the 
Proteſtant Religion) is not to be ſuffered where they 
tan hinder it: And all the Proteſtants abroad know 
it by woful Experience. But here in England, within 
heb five or fix Years laſt paſt, we are put to prove 


every thing, even that the Sun ſhines at Noon-day, 
if it make againſt 8 and after proving it, can 
7 


hardly be believ'd, it it make againſt Them or their 
Friends, by any Conſequence. The People of England 


can believe whatever they will, if it be againſt the 


Government, tho? never ſo ridiculous, unlikely and 
abſurd ; but nothing againſt their certain Enemies, 
who are both ſecretly and openly attempting their 
Deſtruction, and making them themſelves the Tools 
and Inſtruments of their own Ruin; tho' this is plain 
in Reaſon, and evident by Obſervation and Expe- 
rience, and true in Fact; i. e. they can be brought 
to believe that a Popiſh Prince may both permit and 
protect a Proteſtant Nation, in the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, when it is in his Power to ſubvert it 
and deſtroy it. This, I ſay, is againſt all Reaſon, and 
all Fact, againſt all Obſervation, and all the Expe- 
rience of the World.' And therefore if there be any 
thing good and valuable in the Proteſtant Religion, 
or any thing evil and miſchievous in the Popiſh one, 


we have Reaſon to thank G OD for the Preſervation 


of the one, and for our Deliverance from the other, 
i. e. for out Succeſs againſt the Rebels, who, - 
1298 | we they 
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they prevailed, muſt have ſubverted and deftroy'd the 
one, and ſettled the other in its Place; whatever ig- 
norant, mad, beſotted People may believe, or be 
taught to ſay, by thoſe who manage them. 

Our Laws and Civil Liberties muſt alſo, in a little 
Time, have run the ſame Fortune with our Religion, 
had the Rebels prevailed. It is not the Climate, Air, 
or Soil of a Country only, that makes a People happy; 
bur the Laws, the Liberties, and Privileges they enjoy, 
the Security that People have, ro poſſeſs in Eaſe and 
Quiet, the Labours of their Hands, the Fruits of their 


cn Induſtry, or the Inheritance of theit Fathers and 


Relations, without being ſubject ro the Pillage and 
Oppretlion of their Inſolent and Arbitrary great Neigh- 
bours, or to the exorbitant Demands of their own 
lawlels Princes. It is upon theſe Accounts that any 
Country, bur moſt eſpecially our own, is a valuable 
and defireable Habitation, whatever other Inconveni- 
encies it may lie under, with reſpect to inclement Airs, 
or to inconſt ant Seaſons: Every Body abroad admires, 
and envies us the Happineſs of our Conſtiturion ; but 
this, and all rhe good Things that attend it, we mult 
have parted with, had we been thoroughly ſubdued by 
our Enemies. Popery can never thrive under Liberty ; 
nor can a Conquerd Nation expect to have its old 
Laws left them: The Thouſands and ten Thouſands, 
that muſt and would have been deftroy'd, in Defence 
of their King and Conſtitution, would have made ir a 
Matter eaſy enough for the Victors to have changed 
the Laws entirely; and who indeed ſhould oppoſe 
them ? It would be abſolurely neceſſary to the Security 
of themſelves and of their New Choice; the preſent 
Laws are all againſt them, and therefor? they would 
be againſt the preſent Laws. And who, as I ſaid, ſhould 
hinder them? The People that could and would, are 
fuppoſed to be ſubdued, the reſt are Slaves by Principle, 
and think they have Scripture for it. Laws that reſtrain 
a Prince, from doing what he will without Controul, 
are unrighteous Laws, and null in themſelves 3 Where 
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the Word of a King n, there s Power, and who may ſay 
to him what doeſt thou ? It would be almoſt Piry that 
theſe People ſhould not wear the Chains they ſeem to 
court, and are indeed ſo worthy of, if honeſter People 
could eſcape them. Theſe are the Evils we have been 
delivered from, by the Succeſs it pleaſed God to crown 
the Arms and Counſels of the King with, in ſo ſoon 
ſuppreſſing the Rebellion. Theſe are the natural, uſual, 
and expected Conſequences of ſuch a War as this, 
had it gone on. They have nor indeed, by God's good 
Providence, happened to us, and ſo we cannot be ſo 
fenfibly affected with rhem, as we ſhould, had they 
come in View, and threatened us a little nearer. But in 
a religious Conſideration of Things, the Mercy is the 
greater, by how much ſooner the Evil was prevented, 
which would naturally and certainly have followed. 
Our King is not depoſed or ſlain, our Army is not 
ronted, our Friends are not diſtreſſed cr ruined : Our 
Religion is not changed, nor our Laws and Liberties 
ſubverted. Bur had the Rebels gain'd the Day, theſe 
things, according to human reckoning, muſt and would 
have come to paſs: The preventing them is therefore a 
moſt reaſonable Ground and Subject of Thankſgiving 
to God. Let them, then, give Thanks, whom the Lord 
hath redeemed and delivered from the Hand of the Enemy. 
And I doubt nor, bur ſuch as can confider Matters 
thoroughly, and who are ſeriouſly affected with Reli- 
gion, who have any Honour and Efteem for a Prince 
and Family endued with all the Qualities that are 
proper ro make a Nation happy, and who have any 
true Concern for the Welfare and Proſperity of their 
Country, both will and do moſt ſeriouſly return their 
Thanks ro God, for this Deliverance. As for the reſt, 
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for their Succeſs, and they who have lamented their 
Defeat and Diſappointment ; They who have fill d 
the Streets with terrible Out-cries upon the Cruelty of 
the Government for executing a few of their Friends 
condemn'd by Law, but without any Pity or Concern 
at all for more than three times the Number of the 
King's faithful Subjects, who loſt their Lives in the 
reducing them; they who expreſs their Compaſſion on 


one Side only, and care not what befalls the other — 


All theſe People ought nor, as tis likely they will nor, 
join in a Thankſgiving, for what has diſconcerred all 
their Projects, and defeated all their reaſonable Hopes, 
and inſtead of the Sweerneſs of Conqueſt and Re- 
venge, has left them nothing bur Rage and Deſpair, 
Thele People are ſome of the very Enemies we are de- 
live red from; not indeed from their Malice, but from 
the Effects of it: The King's Enemies are not only 
they, u ho appear againſt him in the Field, but they 
who ſit at home and ſtrengthen their Hands, by the 
Virulence of their Tongues, by their reviling of the 


the King and Royal Family, by their inventing, feed- 


ing and ſpreading Calumnies and Slanders, by ſaying 
any thing themſelves, and believing to appearance, 


whatever is faid by others, tho' never ſo improbable, 


if it will contribute to the rendring them either Odi- 


ous or Contemptible. Theſe are the People that 


deal with the Name and Honour of one of the Wiſeſt, 
Beſt, and greateſt Princes in the World, as they would 
not deal with the Name and Reputation of a Neigh- 
bour, were he of any Worth, Subſtance, or Credit. 
Nor durſt they treat their Equals, or Inferiors, as they 
treat the Royal Family, Reſpected, Honoured and 
Beloved, by all the World beſides. Theſe People 
make us Scandalous abroad, ſnew us not only void of 
Reaſon, good Senſe and Underſtanding, not know- 
ing when we are well, or what we would have, 
Chooſing and Re faſing, Deſiring and Rejecting, all in 
a Breath; but void of all good Nature alſo, and of 


all good Breeding, and of every thing elſe that be- 
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comes a Civil and Polite People. There has been, as 
I obſerv'd before, a very ſtrange Change in the World's 
Opinion of us; five or fix Years ago, we were the 
Giory of all Nations, our Friendſhip and Alliance was 
courted by every one, our Enmiry was dreaded. We 
have been ſince their Scorn and Hiſſing, and Averſion ; 
They deſpiſe us for our Iaconſtancy, and hare us for 
our Perfidy and Falſhood, They deal with us now, 
as People do with one another, whom they muſt by 
neceſſity deal with, aud not out of Choice, with great 
Coldneſs, Caution, and all manner of Reſerve ; no 
Trof or Confidence, no Frankneſs, or Dependance on 


our Truth and Honour. The King was the only Prince 


who was capable of retrieving our loſt Credit, and re- 
eſtabliſhing our Reputation; His Probity, his Juſtice, 
Prudence, Firmneſs of Mind, and ſteady Conduct, 
are ſuch as States and Princes abroad can truſt ro, 
and depend upon; and by a late moſt uſeful and moſt 
neceſſary At, the Ground of their Confidence and 
Truſt, is now moſt happily enlarged ; they can now 
depend upon both King and Parliamenr. And by theſe 
Means, if we be not wanting to our ſelves, we are 
in the way of becoming again an Happy Flouriſhing 
and Honourable People. But theſe domeſtick Enemies 
of His and Ours, are every Day deſtroying, or endea- 
vouring to deſtroy our Credit, blaſting our Hopes,divi- 
ding us at Home, and rendring us Suſpected abroad. 
The Succeſs which ir has pleaſed God to give the 
King, and which occaſions our Aſſembling here at 
this Time, is ſuch, as has driven His and the Nation's 
Enemies, as far back as the Place from whence they 
firſt (er out; they are in a manner to begin their War 
anew, and muſt accordingly make the like neceſſary 


Diſpoſitions, and Preparations for it. They muſt re- 

vive the old Calumnies, and muſt add ſome new ones 

to them. They muſt retain again, in Pay, or Promiſe, 

or Er.couragement, the common Beggars in the Streets, 

the poor decayed Traders, the vicious Vagrants, the 

profligate Libertines, and all the x” the 
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Town : Theſe muſt again be liſted into their Service- 


and that their Leſſons of Slander and Reviling repeat- 
ed to them; to theſe muſt be added ſome of the bet- 
ter Faſhion, but not much better Breeding ; of better 
Fortune, but not much berterFudgment and Diſcretion ; 
of more Virtue, but not lefs' Virulence, Rudeneſs and 
Outrage. Theſe are the People who are to join in 
forming, and in ſpreading all Reports and Stories that 
may tend to keep alive, and to renew the Ferment of 
the People, to irritate, exaſperate, and inflame them 
more and more againſt the King and Miniſtry, i. e. a- 
gainſt their own Eaſe, Security, and Happineſs, Theſe 
are the Means and Methods they have hitherto uſed, to 
bring about their Miſchievous Deſigns, and theſe they 
are ſtill to continue uſing, till they can find another 
Opportunity of trying to put them in Execution: And 
therefore as we may expect to hear of all theſe Scan- 
dals, again and again, ſo we may be the better provi- 
ded againſt them, and know what Credit they and 
their Authors ſhall deſerve. No doubt but we ſhall 
hear, that the Church is again in Danger; do not be- 
lieve it till you ſee or hear ſome good Proof of it; ſuf- 
fer not your ſelves to be carried away with Noiſe and 
Ourcries only ; call for ſome Evidence that may con- 
vince a reaſonable Man. I have the more III. will ro 
this unreaſonable Calumny, becauſe it is ſo groundleſs 
and ſo miſchievous, becauſe ir covers ſo many villa- 
nous Deſigns, and cheats ſo many innocent wel-mean- 


ing People. I bave lived my ſelf in and about this 


Ciry, fix'or ſeven and twenty Years, and been as dili- 
gent and careful an Obſerver how things went, with 
relation to the Church, as I could; and was as much 
concerned in its Welfare as another; and yer I So- 


lemnly Profeſs, that neither in King William and Q. 


Mary's joint Reign, nor in that Excellent King's Reign 
when alone, nor in that of the late Queen, nor in that 


of His preſent Majeſty, have I been ever able to ob- 
ſerve or ſee, that the Court or Government had any 


formed Deſign to hurt or oppreſs the Church, either 


in point of Doctrine, Diſcipline, Ceremony, Privilege, 
| | or 
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or Profit. It is in poſſeſſion of all the Laws that were 
| firſt made for its Eſtabliſhment ; it has obtained in al- 

moſt every King's Reign, new Laws for its Confir- 

mation, Security, and Strength: Ir has obtained what- 
ever it has asked, even to prevent ſome of its Jealou- 
ſies and Fears, But ſtill ir has its Enemies; no doubt 
of it; it is in Danger ſtill, and always was, and always 
will be, to the World's end; but in no more nor o- 
cher Danger, than every National Church throughout 
the World is, always was, and always will be; from 
the wicked Men of no Religion, from the Wickednels 
of many who profeſs the true Religion, and from all 
the evil Paſſions, Corruptions and bad Principles of 
the Men that compoſe the Body of it. Wicked Men | 
of good Abilities will always be employed in all G- 
vernments ; the Saints did never yet govern the Earth, F 
nor ever will. They are the Men of Judgment, Lan- 
guages, Dexteriry and Skill, that know the World a-. 
broad, and all ĩts Intereſts, and that throughly under - 

ſtand Mankind, that ever were employed, and ever , 

muſt be uſed by States and Prices, whether they be 

Virtuous or Religious, or no chat is their own Þ | 

Concern, and they muſt look to it. Princes and States, 
if they will be Secure, muſt have regard to ſuch Abi- | | 
liries and Qualities, as are proper for their Service, 
and would, no queſtion of ir, be very glad to have 
them alſo Virtuous and Religious; but they muſt of- 
ten be content without the Latter, if they find the 
former. In Countries where the Clergy themſelves are 

- Miniſters of State and execute all the great Offices on 1 

the Country, why even there, there is little or no Re- 

gard had in the chuſing them, to their Superior Learn-  » 

ing, Virtue, and Religion, Auſtere Behaviour, and a 14 
Holy Life, but to other Qualities mentioned before, 1 

even ſuch and the fame as recommend Lay-men to 1 
States and Princes, for their Miniſters : And they do t 
not think the Church is any ways endangered by Vi- 

cious Miniſters, if they be otherwiſe qualified by B x 

Faithfulneſs, by Diligence, and Application ro their pro- 1 
per Buſineſſes. I do not mean hereby to yield ſo far to 


the 
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the Reigning Calumny, as to-ſuppoſe. the preſent Mi- 


niſtry to be a Vicious one, beyond what has been be- 


fore, for I am as ſure of the Contrary as one can be 
of any ſuch Matter. But I would ſay, that ſuppoſing 
ir were fo, yet is the Church in no Danger for that; 
which yet helps much to make the Outcry greater, 
and more miſchievous. 1 2 | 

I mould not make an End to day, if I muſt ſay, 
what I could ſay with great Reaſon, againſt this falſe 
and ſcandalous Calumny of the Church's being in Dan - 


ger, Bur I will content my ſelf at preſent with making 


a ſhorr Obſervation or two upon this Article. The 
Firſt ſhall be, That not a Papiſt in all the Kingdom, 
that opens bis Mouth at all on theſe Occaſions, but o- 
pens it in joining with this Cry, that the Church is in 
Danger. He is as much concern d to have this thing be · 
liev'd, as the moſt ſincere Churchman himſelf. They 
do not equivocate in this Matter, and mean by Church, 
their own Church, but the Church of England, which they 
would have all Men believe re be in Danger, And 
what is the Bottom of all this? Is ir from pure 
Affection to the Church of England, that they unite in 
this Cry? Are they indeed concern'd and rouch'd with 
Grief, to think we are ſo nigh ro Ruin? And would 
they in earneſt help to ſave us from it? Certainly the 


Matter is not ſo, but plainly otherwiſe. They have a 


greater End to ſerve in it. They join in the Cry to make 
the greater Noiſe, to gain more Credit to it, to increaſe 


the Number of the Diſſaffected, to make the Populace 


more inraged and violent, in order to diſpoſe them bet- 
ter to Tumult and Sedition, and laſtly, to Rebellion. 
"Tis for the ſame Reaſon that all the Enemies of the 
Government beſides, join in this Cry, and uſe their 
utmoſt Art and Induſtry to gain more People to be- 
lieve it, they add thereby Numbers and Strength to 


their Cauſe, which may be uſeful upon Occaſion. 
The other Obſervation I will make under this Head 


ſhall be—Thar the Cry of the Church's Danger ceaſed 
intirely for the three or four laſt Years of the late Queen, 
when a new Set of Men were employ d in the 3 

| f | ome 
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me of rhe greateſt of which are now aQuually-i6. rhe 
Service of-thePretenaer,and-orhers-vehemently ſuſpe- 
cC.ꝗ ccÿd to have been in the fame Intereſt. + Wander theſe 
; Peoples Adminiſtration the Church was ſafe; it ſeems, 
1 and we were no farther allarm'd with any Apytebenſi- 
v5 of its Danger; the Cry and their Fears ended toge - 
| ther, Strange Fortune ] That the Church ſhould be on- 
5 ly ſafe in the Hands of thoſe Men, who had brought 
Mo che State to the very brink of Ruin I I leave heſe two 
WE © Obſeryarions of the Cry of the Church's Danger to be 
il \” ſeriouſly confider'd: And only. deſire, that People 
would be ſo reaſonable, as never to liſten to, or be- 
lieve ſuch an outrageous Slander againſt ſo truly Good 
and Sincere a Prince, and thoſe whom he intruſts with 
his Affairs, without ſuch Proof and Evidence as are 
con vincing, . and undeniable. He comes to 
Church himſelf, and his Behaviour there is handſom, 
decent, ſerious and exemplaty-; he has given his Oath, 
his Promiſe, and Aſſurance for Protection and all Fa- 


„„ 
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; 
g vour to it; and Whate ser others have done to him, 
1 5 he has in no particular, either falſiſed his Word, gone 
from his Promiſe, or broken his Oat -, 
Il bave not Time to ſpeak to the other Slanders which 
yon have heard ſo often, and which you will certainly 
hear again; you may rank them ia the ſame Claſs; for 
Truth and Probability, with that which I have men- 
tioned: And I only deſire you to take the ſame Courſe 
with them, i. e. to give them no more Credit than they 
deſerve, by the Proof and Evidence they ſhall carry a- 
long with them, See with your own Eyes, hear with 
your own Ears, and truſt your own Senſes, think what 
is reaſonable and probable, and judge indifferently of 
Matters; and if the People of Exgland will do their 
Duty, I dare anſwer fax it, that every Day the KING 
lives, they will have more and more Reaſon to bleſs 
GOP for bringing him to the Throne, and xo pray that 
he may long fir thereon; and be ſucceeded (in his good 
Time) by a Race of Virrnous and Religious Prote- 
UE - Fant Princes, as long as We ſhall be a Kingdom of 
Peroteſtants, that is, Thope, For Ever. 
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